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Monthly Reflection: It’s just an Easter thought 

I am sure that like me you are looking forward to those 

warm days of summer sunshine, blackbirds singing and 

sweet-smelling roses in the garden. Just thinking of this 

reminds me so much of a day, many years ago, being in the 

garden with my small granddaughter, Sarah. We were 

tidying up the flower bed when she suddenly picked up a 

big dried up snail shell. After turning it over a few times she 

looked inside, then looked up at me and said, ‘There’s no 

one in’. After a few moments the inevitable question came, 'Grandad, where 

has he gone’? I bent down and whispered, ‘Ah, that is a mystery’. And then her 

eyes grew wide and she pulled me closer to her as she whispered back to me, 

‘It’s a mystery’. 

They were just the words of an innocent child but so true – we cannot know all 

the answers to all our questions. The Easter story of the resurrection of Jesus, 

the empty tomb and the appearances is a divine mystery that lies far beyond 

the limits of our human mind.  

But because our present science-based knowledge cannot explain every detail 

we begin to ask questions – is the resurrection a myth, or reality, is it really true, 

and what about this and what about that. I wonder how many of us have had 

such thoughts only to realise there are often no answers - it is all a divine 

mystery; and we have to accept that so much of how God is in this world is 

hidden from us,  

At times of perplexity, I find myself drawn to the thoughts of that great 

scientist, Albert Einstein when he tells us that mystery is a very beautiful thing. 

Dear friends, we can see in the mystery of the night sky is a beautiful thing, and 

in the setting sun a beautiful thing, and in the snow-clad mountains a beautiful 

thing. 

 But when we contemplate the mystery of the Easter story and of the raising of 

Jesus from the dead in glory, we can see something so beautiful we can only 

stand in awe and wonder. 

Wishing you much joy and peace       

Rev Cliff Berdinner 
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Holy Week across the team  
 
This year we are marking Holy Week with a series of events across the team 

churches. The early part of the week will include visits by pilgrims to Berry 

Pomeroy, Dartington, Brooking, Ashprington, Cornworthy and Marldon. These 

will be marked by small acts of worship – all safely physically distanced. 

On Maundy Thursday and Good Friday there will be opportunities to mark 

Christ’s passion in churches, on the telephone and on zoom. Several churches 

will be open for private prayer. On Maundy Thursday there will be a 

Gethsemane Watch from St John’s, Bridgetown from 9.30pm. The main Good 

Friday service will come from Stoke Gabriel. Wild Church will also meet.  

On Easter Day there will be a Dawn Vigil at St Mary’s, Totnes from 5.30am to be 

followed by services in many churches, Wild Church and on zoom.  

Full details of all that is happening are included in the separate document ‘Holy Week 2021’  

which includes zoom links and phone numbers. If you have not received this, please let us 

know on ttmcomms@gmail.com or by contacting Diana Walters on 01803 863394 

 

Easter Day Services: He is Risen! Alleluia! 

St Mary’s Totnes – 5.30am Dawn Vigil followed by Resurrection Liturgy 

at 6.00am 

Brooking – 9.15am Communion by Extension 

Marldon – 10am Holy Communion 

St John’s, Totnes – 10am Holy Communion (also on zoom) 

Dartington – 10.30am Communion by Extension 

Ashprington – 11.15 Communion by Extension 

Berry Pomeroy – 11.15 Morning Praise 

Stoke Gabriel – 8.15 and 11.15 Holy Communion (11.15 also on zoom) 

St Mary’s, Totnes – 11.15 Holy Communion 

12 midday Phone Service  

Wild Church – 5.30pm Easter Gathering  

mailto:ttmcomms@gmail.com
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Services in our churches for April 
At the time of writing we are slowly emerging from national lockdown and we 

are all considering options for the coming weeks. There are several options for 

Sunday services across the team during this time, but please check for changes 

in the weekly email from Fr. Jim. 

April 11 

Easter 2 – Low Sunday 

April 18 

Easter 3 

April 25 

Easter 4, St Mark 

8.15am, Stoke Gabriel 8.15am, Stoke Gabriel 

9.15am, Brooking 

8.15am, Stoke Gabriel 

10am, Team Zoom 10am, Team Zoom 

10am, Marldon 

10am, Marldon 

10am, Team Zoom 

10am, Bridgetown 

10.30am, Dartington  10.30am, Dartington 

11.15am, Stoke Gabriel 

(Zoom) 

11.15am, Berry Pomeroy 

 

11.15am, St Mary’s Totnes 

11.15am, Stoke Gabriel (Zoom) 

11.15am, Berry Pomeroy 

11.15am, Ashprington 

11.15am, Stoke Gabriel (Zoom) 

11.15am, Berry Pomeroy 

11.15am, Ashprington 

12 midday, Telephone service 

 

12 midday, Telephone service 12 midday, Telephone service 

5pm, Vespers St Mary’s 

Totnes 

 

5pm, Vespers St Mary’s Totnes 5pm, Vespers St Mary’s Totnes 

 

 
 

Good Friday Walk of Witness - Totnes Churches Together 
 

Sadly, due to the current restrictions, Churches Together are not able to hold 
their Walk of Witness in Totnes. However, the large cross will be placed on 
Kingsbridge Hill over the Easter Weekend. If you visit the cross to pray, please 
remain socially distanced and observe the Covid restrictions in place at the 
time. We expect the guidance to be no groups larger than 6 people or 2 
households. 
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Bible Reading Fellowship – Annual Women’s Conference 
 

 

 

Wells in the Wilderness  NEW  

 

‘Forget the former things; 

   do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing! 

   Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 

   and streams in the wasteland.’ 

Isaiah 43:18–19 (NIV) 

 

 

For the first time ever, our annual women’s conference will take place 

online this spring – and you’re invited! This year we’ll be exploring how 

God provides for us in the wilderness and the desert, drawing from a whole 

host of wells, waters and springs… 

 

Join us for a day of thought-provoking speakers, heartfelt worship and 

opportunities to connect with women of all ages across the country. 

Bible Reading Fellowship – 01865 319700 or enquiries@brf.org.uk 

 

Earth Hour – March 27th 

 
Earth Hour is a global event organized by the World Wildlife 
Fund. The event takes place annually to encourage 
individuals, communities and businesses to turn off all non-
essential lights and electrics for an hour. The event will 
happen between 8:30 to 9:30 on the 27th of March 2021. 
For further information see: 

Earth Hour 2021: How you can get involved | WWF 

David Curry, Exeter Diocese Environmental Advisor  

Photo by Markus Spiske from Pexels 

  

https://brf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=399acccd02338888d8b7cb202&id=8f7b0582ed&e=e41bf83c1e
https://www.wwf.org.uk/earth-hour
https://www.pexels.com/@markusspiske?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-holding-white-and-black-happy-birthday-signage-2559762/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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‘Show the Love’ – one year later 

On Valentine’s Day 2020 the Churches of Saint 
Mary’s and Saint John’s Totnes were the 
venues for a truly remarkable event. The 
climate change coalition contacted the WI to 
ask whether we would contribute towards an 
event in our area. Having held a similar event 
at Saint Mary’s Church two years previously we 
wondered if we could mount even bigger and 
more meaningful event. We decided to ‘think 
big’ and to seek permission once again. 
 
The then Rector Julian Ould gave permission 
for the churches to be used and we started to 
plan. The decision was to have a daytime event 

at St Mary’s Church with different organisations demonstrating how Climate 
Change was impacting on their work and world. We invited three keynote 
speakers -Guy Singh Watson from Riverford Organics, Professor Kerry Howell a 
Marine Scientist and her colleague from Plymouth University.The event was 
well supported- three schools- St John’s, Kevicc, and TOPPS as well as the 
general public attended. 
 
In the evening a musical event was held at St John’s church which was a great 
success culminating in donations of £1200 being put towards the planting of 44 
trees in Bridgetown on February 13 and 27th 2021. A wonderful conclusion to 
the labour, thought and work that went into this project. 
 
Gillian Madge      (Tree planting at St John’s School. Photo by Diana Walters reproduced with permission) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Totnes with Bridgetown APCM Electoral Roll 

Notice is given that the revision of the electoral roll began on the 23rd 

March and will finish on Tuesday 6th April.  After the revision a copy of the 

Roll will be published by the PCC on the parish website for at least 14 days 

and a copy will be available for inspection on reasonable request being 

made to the PCC.  The APCM will be held on the 21st April. You don't need 

to do anything unless you want to join the roll or come off it.  

If anybody wants an application form can they email, including their address 

and request a form, or write to me.  

Colin Hair, Heron’s Reach, Stoke Hill, Stoke Gabriel, Totnes TQ9 6SF 

colinhair@icloud.com 

 

mailto:colinhair@icloud.com
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Totnes with Bridgetown Account Number 2 - The Care Gift Account 

Do you remember the WONGA debacle, when the Archbishop took the loan 

company to task? In 2013, following this, I set up the Care Gift Account. We 

couldn’t compete in anyway with the loan market, but I thought we could start 

a small charity account in the team that could be used to help those who were 

struggling.  Looking at our town, there were several good charities that were 

helping people not only with immediate need but enabling them to become 

independent, housed, fed and debt free, taking them from Surviving to Thriving.  

I suggested therefore, that our Charity Account should support these charities. 

We have a lot of calls on our purses across the team, not least with the 

Diocesan Quota and buildings maintenance. I also know that people have very 

generous hearts. I therefore suggested that people might feel free to give small 

donations to the CGA which, once they built up to £50 or £100 I could pass on 

to the charities that we had chosen to support and respond to a need when 

contacted by those charities. Hence The Care Gift Account. Because it is 

registered with the PCC, donations also get Gift Aid which helps to add to the 

bank balance. People have been giving small amounts, some by SO and they 

have built up and the charities have been very pleased to receive our gifts. 

Sometimes, people give a substantial donation and tell me where they want it 

directed. It means, if BACS isn’t used, I process the cash/cheque and it goes 

directly into the nominated charity bank account. It also saves charity 

volunteers a bit of work.   

Here are some of the charities we have been helping. We have given away £750 

already this year (this has partly been helped by the Gift Aid coming in). 

CAP Christians Against Poverty, TCH Totnes Connection Hub, Food Bank, Food in 

Community FiC, Totnes Street Pastors. We also have regular contact with 

refugee charities such as Beyond Borders Totnes, Open Heart Open Borders and 

Plymouth Red Cross. 

Finally, a Big Thank You to all those who knit for refugees (the Mothers Union all 

over Devon– I collect from the coordinator in South Brent), Knit and Natter, 

Denise Teague, Totnes Bowling Club, Liz Chandler and Stoke Gabriel who made 

many, many refugee Welcome Boxes which Mike and I take to Plymouth. We 

can still accept these up to Easter!  

Liz Waterson 
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Supporting our local schools and community 

 
Last summer, our church members responded with immediate and generous 

support to an appeal from St John’s Primary School in Bridgetown for donations 

to help fund Chrome books for children locked down at home without 

computers. Hidden in plain sight, St John’s school and the Bridgetown 

Community has one of the highest rates of economic and social deprivation/ 

need in the country.  As in so many areas, the impact of Covid has shone a light 

on and potentially widened inequality and its impact.   

As a result of this and other support, when the school closed again in January 

for most pupils, all children have been able to engage in a full and interactive 

curriculum from home, and to engage with their friends and teachers on-line, 

whether at home or school. As a member of St John’s Church and a governor at 

the school I have been so impressed by what has been made possible in this 

second lockdown for the children and their families. We have all seen and been 

learning how essential and enabling technology has become.   

Can you help again? 

The wonderful staff at St John’s school have been busy (on top of all the other 

challenges of this lock down) creatively refurbishing the school library and the 

grand opening was shared with children in school at and at home on World 

Book Day on 4th March. Here is a link to the opening which I have been given 

permission to share    https://acexcellence-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/william_jaworski_acexcellence_co_uk/Ef2_F

WMapDZKqhv1-7JukIwBf-kMi4ZYRp-UNZXsge_wiQ?e=N5sYF3 

The school would welcome any financial donations to buy new books for the 

library. Many of us will take for granted our supply of books at home. And will 

have experienced first-hand the transformative nature of books and reading. 

We know (and are thankful) technology can’t do it all! 

If you would like to donate, you can donate by bank transfer to  

Lloyd’s Bank, Totnes Acc No: TOTNES ST JOHN'S PRIMARY SCHOOL PTFA 

Sort Code: 30-98-69 Acc No: 00613785 

Or send a cheque payable to Totnes St John’s Primary School PTFA, direct to  

the school at Pathfields, Bridgetown, Totnes TQ9 5TZ  

https://acexcellence-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/william_jaworski_acexcellence_co_uk/Ef2_FWMapDZKqhv1-7JukIwBf-kMi4ZYRp-UNZXsge_wiQ?e=N5sYF3
https://acexcellence-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/william_jaworski_acexcellence_co_uk/Ef2_FWMapDZKqhv1-7JukIwBf-kMi4ZYRp-UNZXsge_wiQ?e=N5sYF3
https://acexcellence-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/william_jaworski_acexcellence_co_uk/Ef2_FWMapDZKqhv1-7JukIwBf-kMi4ZYRp-UNZXsge_wiQ?e=N5sYF3


 9 

Future schools support 

St John’s Church is working in a number of different ways to keep building our 

school/ church/ community partnership. The school has just invited us to help 

them build a ‘Hope Garden’ at the front of the school, in the shape and colours 

of the rainbow. This builds on our existing pool of school readers, and the visits 

of children to our community café which we hope will soon return. 

We also have a wonderful ecumenical ‘Open the Book’ team which takes bible 

stories into all the schools in Totnes and the surrounding villages 

 Father Jim is working with others on a strategy to support our schools across 

the team. If you would like to contribute in any way to this essential and 

rewarding outreach to support our children, please contact Fr. Jim or me  

Juliet.Hancock@btinternet.com 01803 866147 

Juliet Hancock 

 

 

What I’m reading – The Gospel in the Willows, by Leslie J Francis 

The Wind in the Willows is without doubt my favourite book. I 

never tire of it – the characters, the description of river, wood 

and field, the joy of friendship and the gentle humour. It was 

the last book I read to my Mum when she was dying and it 

gave us both great comfort – especially as she had read it 

many times to me.  

When I found ‘The Gospel in the Willows’, it opened up a 

whole new understanding and interpretation for me. The author takes short 

extracts from the book and matches them to Gospel passages with a similar 

theme. For example, Ratty’s never-ending picnic basket becomes the Feeding of 

the Five Thousand. Mole’s weeping for his lost home as Rat walks on without 

him becomes Peter’s betrayal in the garden, and his own bitter tears.  

These forty meditations are sustaining me through a challenging Lent. The 

theology is gentle yet powerful and the comforting, sustaining wind continues 

to whisper through the willows.     

Diana Walters 

mailto:Juliet.Hancock@btinternet.com
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A Reflection: Thirty-four years ago I first saw a picture of 

Ramana Maharshi in the ashram of a great Christian monk 

called father Bede Griffiths in south India.  It was love at 

first sight and because the picture was prominently 

showing in his dining room along with the Pope I didn’t 

have to question whether it was ok or not!  

I read a book about him and discovered he had awakened 

to his true nature at the age of sixteen, left everything behind just keeping a 

loincloth to wear, and spent the rest of his life living simply with no possessions 

on the holy mountain of Arunachala in south India. He spent years in absolute 

silence absorbed in the grace of God with little or no concern for his body and 

even when after many years he came back to a semblance of normality he still 

rarely spoke. He treated everybody and everything with absolute equality; the 

wild animals weren’t afraid of him, he spoke their language and was their 

protector. He lived his life with absolutely no privacy and was open to people 

seeking his guidance at nearly any time of day or night. He never told people 

who came to him what to do or to change their religion, and there is at least 

one story of a westerner coming into his presence and as a result becoming a 

Christian monk!  He reported that Ramana’s body was like an empty shell 

through which god was radiating tremendously.  Many miracles happened in his 

presence including on occasion people being restored to life, but he never 

claimed any responsibility or showed any interest in this. The real miracle that 

happened around him was the silent transformation of people’s lives. 

If his silent presence itself was not enough and guidance was still needed, he 

would tell people to know themselves through asking the question ‘Who am I?’ 

When he died sixty years ago many people reported at the same moment 

seeing a bright comet move slowly across the sky.  

Seven years after seeing his picture I was lucky enough to meet a realized 

disciple of his called Papaji, in his presence my mind became silent, all my 

questions fell away and I felt for the first time I properly understood Ramana 

Maharshi’s teaching. I also experienced through him the infinite unconditional 

love of Christ and realized that what Jesus had said was true. I am a lover of 

Ramana Maharshi who considers Papaji to be his guru, yet I am still a follower 

of Jesus Christ and rather to my surprise still a church goer and I find no 

contradiction in this. I have often thought about what would have happened if 

Ramana and Jesus had met, would they have been telling each other ‘Oh you 
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don’t understand’, ‘you have to follow me’ … or would they have sat in perfect 

peace and silence in each other’s company for a while and then gone about 

their business.  The answer is pretty clear to me.    

Chris Jackson 

Searching for Inspiration  

Inside my head is a filing system. Some files are archived, 

the rest are current with an overflowing inbox needing 

to be dealt with regularly and I think that we all have 

ways of doing our ‘filing’. I walk my dog Freddie every 

day around the farm and it is whilst I am walking and 

throwing a ball to my ever- cheerful companion that I do my best filing. I think 

this is a combination of being out of doors in whatever weather and walking. 

Walking inspires me to concentrate on breathing, posture, feeling grateful for 

most bits working according to plan and to look around and see the seasons of 

the landscape and to examine how I feel about my faith. 

The pandemic has made changes to many lives, as it has to ours on the farm but 

that green haze over the field is the shoots of corn that was planted according 

to plan in the Autumn. Lambs and calves are being born and soon the swallows 

will be back checking that the nest they left last year is still ok for this year. It 

really can put a spring in your step knowing that life does go on and even this 

last year I have been inspired by my four children. They are all parents and in 

the last 12 months I have seen them all make the leap to adding home 

schooling to their busy lives and the children are all happily carrying on with 

school life now. 

With the same group each time, I have walked parts of the Camino de Santiago 

de Compostela and have taken a great deal of inspiration from some of the 

fellow pilgrims who walk with us for a short time. It is healthy to be shaken out 

of our own interpretation of things and listen for a while to other voices. There 

are many spiritual pathways and it is a good thing to stand aside from time to 

time and re- evaluate how we act, speak and live our lives. I particularly enjoy it 

if we meet a group of younger pilgrims, their joy in their faith can give a little 

nudge to the Spirit in us as we walk. Their openness and willingness to talk 

frankly about faith is one of the intangibles that we can take home with us – put 

it in the “in-tray”.           

Marilyn Fry 
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Tearfund Research – Young Christians and Climate Change 
 
What do the young people in your church think about climate 
change? Is it just a few outspoken individuals who care about 
the climate crisis, or is there something bigger going on? Over 
the last few months, Youthscape Centre for Research and 
Tearfund listened to more than 600 young Christians across the 
UK to hear their perspectives on faith, church and the climate. 
The research findings were striking.  
 

Nine out of ten Christian teenagers in the UK are concerned about the climate 
crisis, but only one in ten believes their church is doing enough to respond.  
 

For young people, the climate crisis isn’t a side issue – addressing it is 

fundamental to their faith. They’re calling on their church leaders to listen, learn 

alongside them and act with integrity on the issue of climate change. This is 

about so much more than striving to be ‘relevant’. It’s about the church 

standing up for the world’s most vulnerable people, who face the life-

threatening impacts of the climate crisis most severely. The report is called 

‘Burning Down the House’ and is available from the Tearfund website 

https://weare.tearfund.org/burning-down-the-house/  

Photo by Markus Spiske from Pexels 

 

We’re there! 

Just before publication we reached our crowdfunding target to raise £20,000 

towards the restoration and reordering of St Mary’s in Totnes.  Now we are 

daring to dream we might exceed our target! 

Please help us if you haven’t already done so.  This crowdfunder will prove how 

much support we are getting locally when we apply to funding bodies, so it 

really is important to us. You can see the wonderful film of the church and find 

out more at www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stmarystotnes or you can donate by 

cheque made payable to The Secretary, Totnes Heritage Trust, Golden Oktober, 

Jubilee Road, Totnes TQ9 5BP. Grateful thanks to everyone for your support.   

Lynne Birch, Secretary, Totnes Heritage Trust 

 

Next Deadline: April 20th – feedback, ideas and contributions welcome! 

https://weare.tearfund.org/burning-down-the-house/
https://www.pexels.com/@markusspiske?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/climate-people-street-weather-2990616/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels

